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Robert Epting graduated from the University of North Carolina in 1963, and from its 

School of Law in 1970.  After teaching for three years at UNC’s Institute of Government, 

Bob opened his private practice, and then he and Joe Hackney formed the firm in 1974.  

He was elected to the Chapel Hill Board of Aldermen in 1975, and served as an 

Alderman and as Mayor Pro Tem until 1979. 

 

EPTING & HACKNEY is a community-based law firm. Our practice typically provides 

legal services to persons needing legal representation in general practice areas, including 

family law, criminal law, real estate, and estate planning.   We represent persons injured 

by the negligence of others, and focus especially on protecting the rights of those injured 

by sexual assault, domestic violence, or improper professional relations.   We also 

practice in specialized areas including the representation of community and local 

government organizations, nonprofit organizations, and charitable trusts and foundations.  

 

Bob has served as General Counsel for Orange Water and Sewer Authority since 1984, 

and his interests in the protection and conservation of clean water led to his appointment 

and service as a member of the North Carolina Environmental Management Commission 

from 1992 to 2000.  Much of his practice with public bodies, agencies, and commissions, 

arises out of this experience, and involves the practice of Environmental and 

Administrative Law in regulatory appeals, zoning, and personnel matters.  

 

Bob has represented a number of persons and agencies in transactions and appeals arising 

out of their relations with the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, and the UNC 

Health Care system.  From his experiences involving these public agencies, and other 

non-profits, trusts and foundations, Bob has developed a body of experience in the 

principles involving the relationships and responsibilities between public corporate 

Boards and the officers and employees appointed by them. 

 

Bob has also served as Board Counsel to a number of non-profit community agencies 

including the Inter-Faith Council for Social Services, Inc., the Orange County Rape 

Crisis Center and the Orange County Family Violence Prevention Center, of which he is 

one of the Founders.   

 

 


